
Dear Church family, 

 

I wonder when we’ll feel like it’s been a ‘normal’ week? Even amongst all the 

change, we can give thanks to God for many things. I thought it was quite 

noteworthy that for our first time ever, the sermon was delivered digitally into 

the church building. While we’d prefer that not happen again, I think it was 

marvellous that I could be unwell, stay away physically for COVID reasons, and 

still preach. 

 

Looking forward, we also have many things to be thankful for. The state 

government has now moved us to Step 3 of COVID-restriction easing. This 

loosening, which was effective from Monday this week, means that more people 

are now allowed into our buildings. So what does that mean for church this week? 

 

This Sunday 

 

Like last week, we’ll have no communion, morning tea, books or notice sheets at 

either 8:30 or 10:30.  You can expect this to last some time. We’ll again have 

post-it notes spread out on the pews and seats indicating where people can sit. 

Please bear in mind that it’s more important that we make the 1.5m distancing 

work, than that everyone sits on a post-it note. So for example if a family of four 

is sitting in a pew in front of you, you might need to adjust where you sit 

accordingly. 

 

A change this week is that at 10:30 we ask children in year 7 and above come into 

the church building for church, and sit with their families. So those in years 7 and 

8 will be in church rather than in the hall as in recent weeks. This is mostly 

because we have moved into ‘holiday program season’, when we have less teachers 

for kids and youth church. Like last week, we won’t have everyone together in the 

church building at the beginning of church. But unlike last week, there’s just one 

room we are using for children’s programs – the Jury room. 

 

We do request that all people sit with their family members, the members of 

their own household. This request comes in order to maximise the number who can 

fit in the church building. Those in the same household are allowed to sit closely 



together, and when they do so, this increases the number we can fit in the 

church, while still complying with the 1.5 metre distancing rules. 

 

We will again have an overflow area in the hall. There will be a specially assigned 

overflow coordinator, who will be in charge of looking after the people who need 

to use it. Note that if it needs to be used, we’ll be asking a few regulars rather 

than any new people to move over to the hall to participate in the service via 

Zoom. 

 

There will be hand-sanitiser at the door, which we encourage everyone to apply. 

With no morning tea, 8:30 people are encouraged to stay in the church building 

after the formal part of church to get to know each other better. 10:30 people 

are encouraged to move over to the hall, and join the kids and kids leaders for a 

common ‘morning tea’ experience without any ‘tea’! 

 

Clark family announcement 

 

At the end of this year, we are looking forward to Daniel and Katrina Clark joining 

us, Dan having been appointed as our new associate minister. I am pleased to 

announce that they are expecting their third child, due in November. 

 

Rectory quarantine 

 

During the week, my wife Ally visited her sick Nana in Sydney. As a result she is 

now in isolation for 14 days, in order to comply with SA government rules. This 

means that we are not allowed to receive visitors to the rectory before July 16th. 

Sadly, that means we won’t see Ally in church for two weeks. I barely get to see 

her during the week! 

 

Church Cleaning 

 

Alison Carter has asked me to add this to today’s update: 

 

With the resumption of regular church services could all volunteer church 

cleaners please continue with the year’s roster. The emphasis is on vacuuming and 



cleaning of all surfaces with disinfectant, which is essential. Also check the brass 

and carved wood and clean at your discretion. Please use rubber gloves and 

discard on completion. Cleaning cloths should also be discarded or laundered. 

 

There is a separate roster for Covid cleaning between church services. 

 

Many thanks to all volunteers. If you have any queries please contact me (Alison) 

on 0412 954 734. 

 

10:30 Church will still be accessible by Zoom 

 

We will still be streaming our 10:30 church meeting via Zoom. Those unable to 

come physically to church will still be able to join us as they have in the last few 

months, although there will be no distribution into groups afterwards. We will aim 

to give you an opportunity to talk with each other before and after the service on 

Zoom. Zoom church will still go out using the same Zoom code, as before 

https://zoom.us/j/400678771. 

 

Kitchen project update (Repeat from last week for those who missed it) 

 

Many of you will be aware that an upgrade to our kitchen facilities was 

foreshadowed by our 2020-2024 Strategic Plan. I am pleased to advise you that a 

kitchen proposal has been accepted by Parish Council, approved by our 

Archdeacon, and that the Registrar of the Diocese took the proposal to the 

relevant Diocesan committee last week (Wednesday 24th June). It is worth me 

briefly explaining how we have come to this stage. 

 

The process began, prompted by a member of our church observing that the 

kitchen needed upgrading, and offering funds to help. We appointed David Duell 

to lead the project, and began with a specification outlining the required 

functionality. This included the ability to serve morning teas, as well as 

accommodate outside caterers of up to 100 people. The original budget was for 

$80,000. However, after work investigating how to deliver the specified 

functionality while also complying with standards, we found this price was not 

achievable. 



 

To understand why, it is worth observing that our church kitchen project is very 

different from installing an ‘Alby Turner’-style kitchen in a residential house. This 

is because there are numerous compliance requirements that our church kitchen 

must pass that are not applicable to household kitchens. Indeed, David Duell’s 

research concluded that our kitchen is not currently compliant in a number of 

regards, and needs to be upgraded in order for us to continue to operate as we 

presently do. All this is to help our members understand the final price. The quote 

we have submitted to the Diocesan authorities for approval is $96,071. 

 

We are funding the project as follows: $20,000 has been received as bequests 

from the estates of former church members. There is also around $40,000 in our 

Jumble Mart Reserve that we intend to use for the project. Many of you will know 

that this Jumble Mart Reserve is a portion of Jumble Mart takings set aside for 

specific purposes. After money has accumulated in this Reserve, Jumble Mart 

suggests to Parish Council how those funds might be used. In this case, the 

Jumble Mart conveners have proposed that this entire $40,000 be applied to the 

kitchen project. We have also asked the Diocese whether some of our restricted 

Parish funds might drawn down for this project. It is noteworthy that these 

funds may only be used for building upgrades. That’s why it makes sense to use 

these restricted funds for the kitchen upgrade. 

 

Regarding these restricted funds, let me remind you that a significant portion of 

our restricted funds was received recently from the sale of the Firle church 

property, our share of which was $357,000. This was a great blessing from God 

to our Parish. However, our church does not want to be in the business of 

accumulating wealth. After all, we follow the man who had ‘no place to lay his 

head’. He deliberately chose not to accumulate wealth, as we saw in our recent 

study of Deuteronomy 17:14-20. That’s one reason why we can be supportive of 

drawing down from these funds for this kitchen project: Not only do we have 

these funds which are required to be used only for buildings and building 

upgrades, but Jesus gave us a model of not accumulating wealth, because of its 

deceitful nature (Matthew 13:22). 

 

Many thanks to David Duell in particular. 



 

Prayer Meetings 

 

As ever, you can join our regular prayer meetings via Zoom Saturdays 11am-

11:40am. The zoom code for these meetings is https://zoom.us/j/544859603. 

 

We also have a prayer meeting on the first Sunday of the month at 12pm-

12:40pm. That’s this Sunday! We’ll have this prayer physically meeting in the 

‘atrium office’. That’s the one you can see from the foyer, through the atrium 

glass. All are welcome. 

 

Phoning into Zoom Meetings 

 

All our Zoom meetings can be attended by phone: That includes some of our Bible 

study groups, some of our prayer meetings, and our 10:30 church gathering. The 

phone number is 7150 1149. Then enter the relevant 9 digit meeting code. 

Sometimes you might wonder if anyone is there. I encourage you to have patience, 

people might be silent, or having technical problems. 

 

From the Bible 

 

I’ve been thankful for the way so many of us having been pitching in together to 

serve God’s church. Here is a passage explaining this unity. 

 

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, 

so it is with Christ. 1 Corinthians 12:12 

 

Mike Russell 


