
Dear Church family, 

 

Every day seems to bring new substantial changes to us, doesn’t it? There are 

challenges for our nation, in our personal lives, in our personal interactions, at our 

shopping and more. There are surprises, as we see people hoard toilet paper then 

potato chips, and other items, both expected and unexpected. The fact that 

Easter is approaching seems very low in our consciousness. One way to see this is 

by the small demand for Easter eggs and bunnies in the stores. They barely seem 

touched at shops when I visit. I’m praying and hoping that while the Easter 

chocolate is forgotten, Jesus himself will far more in people’s minds and hearts. 

In all that’s happening, we are confident in Jesus, that he is not surprised by what 

is going on, and that his purposes are being worked out. 

 

Prayer 

 

An important response to all this is prayer. This is a time when we are hoping to 

increase prayer in our Parish. There are a few options if you would like to join a 

Prayer Meeting by Zoom in the week ahead. Like last week, there is a chance to 

join me for at 11-11:40am on Saturday. The zoom link for this meeting is the same 

as last week, https://zoom.us/j/544859603. 

 

There is another opportunity this Sunday after church at 12pm, when Scott 

Murison will host a prayer meeting. The Zoom code for this will be announced in 

church on Sunday during announcements. 

 

Church this Sunday 

 

We were encouraged by the feedback from those who attended church last week, 

from the comfort of your own lounge chairs! We will be running church in the 

same way this Sunday, at 10:30. The same link as last week will allow you to join 

us: https://zoom.us/j/400678771.  For those who have no ability to access Zoom, 

it is possible to dial into the church service by phone. We were very pleased to 

see that two of our long-standing members joined by phone last week. To join via 

phone, dial 7150 1149. The meeting ID must then be entered, which is 400 678 

771. 

 

It was great to have visitors join us last Sunday. We very much encourage you to 

invite friends by providing them with this link. It may indeed be easier for 

newcomers to come to church in this way, compared to the challenge of coming 



physically into a church building filled with people you don’t know. Let’s take 

advantage of that fact by inviting our friends. 

 

I realise that socially, this new form of church takes a bit of getting used to. 

There is no compulsion to speak at the start or during the service. In fact, we 

want you to have your microphone on mute for this time! Can I encourage you not 

to be afraid to stand to sing, even in your own home, if you are willing. It can feel 

strange at first, but active participation and involvement does encourage others, 

and honours the Lord. I realise that’s quite a challenge, but we can do it! 

 

Serving Our 8:30 Congregation, DVD Help 

 

We have had a number of our 8:30 congregation request to receive a DVD 

containing our preaching and announcements. I am hoping there might be a 

volunteer or volunteers to make this happen. What would be involved is receiving 

the Youtube links to the content, burning these onto DVDs, and physically taking 

them to the various houses or posting them. If you would be willing to help with 

this, please email the office. 

 

Separately to this, some of our members are not on email at all. We are intending 

to print and mail the contents of this email, including the readings, prayer points 

and other attached information to these members. Again, a volunteer or 

volunteers for making this happen would be very helpful. Please email the office if 

you would like to do serve in this way. 

 

Notice Sheet Replaced by this Email 

 

Having reflected on the question of the notice sheet, we have decided it best to 

suspend the weekly notice sheet, replacing it with this weekly email and 

attachments. You’ll find attached all the information you would normally have 

received in the notice sheet. One of the benefits of this approach, is that if you 

are printing at home, the A4 format of this email will be more practical and 

familiar than the A5 format of the notice sheet. 

 

Our Budget, Cash Giving and the Government’s JobKeeper Program 

 

As I said last week, it is a substantial problem for us that 38% of our income 

comes from Jumble Mart, hall hire and physical cash giving. In potential good 

news, it is possible that the Government’s new JobKeeper Initiative, announced on 



Monday this week, may help us substantially. It is a program to help businesses 

whose turnover decreases by 30%, by helping them to keep employing their staff. 

 

I expect it will take us some weeks to determine if we qualify for this package, 

for a number of reasons. In the meantime, I encourage you to continue to give 

generously. The message to those of you who give by cash has however changed 

from last week. If you give by physical cash, please continue to give in that way. 

We’d ask you please that you save up your regular cash donations and your weekly 

envelopes, ready for the time when you can deliver them to us in some way. Some 

of you have managed to deliver them already. We are very appreciative of your 

generosity. We are no longer encouraging those who give by cash to change to 

electronic giving. Please remain with your current mode of giving until we 

determine whether we will meet the JobKeeper qualification requirements. 

 

Kids on Sunday 

 

As with last Sunday, Ally will run a kids-church time for children before the 

service. I’m aware many of you have missed having the kids talk in the main church 

meeting. Our judgment at the moment is that Ally can interact better specifically 

with those households that have children. I know you adults love the kids talk, but 

it is indeed a talk for the kids! The special time with Ally and the kids is designed 

for children aged 2 years old through to year 5 (that is, ages around 2-11 years 

old). 

 

Like last week, it will be conducted in the form of a zoom meeting, but using a 

different link. It will start at 10am, and conclude before the beginning of adults 

church. If you do not have the link or the material and would like your children or 

grandchildren to be part of this time, please email Ally on 

alisonelrussell@gmail.com, preferably well before Sunday. Ally will provide 

materials that can be printed to accompany the Kids Church time, as well as 

providing the zoom link that you will need. 

 

Bible Studies and Youth Group 

 

Many Bible studies are continuing electronically (e.g. via Zoom), as is our Youth 

Group. Please contact the leaders for details. In the details attached to this 

email, you’ll find contact details for the different Bible study leaders. Please 

contact me for information regarding our Youth Group. 

 

From the Bible 



 

Here is a message from James to those undergoing trials: 

 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many 

kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. Let 

perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 

anything. James 1:2-4 

 

  

 

Mike Russell 


