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“Celebrating Our Story” 
 

St. George’s Church claims the proud distinction of being the first 
Anglican Church consecrated in the Colony of South Australia. 
Full payment for the church was a condition of consecration. 
It was erected and paid for in one year at a cost of £280, all from 
private subscription. The Lady of Frederick Bayne, Esquire of 
Stradbroke, laid the Foundation Stone on the 18th January 1847. 
The land on which the church was built had been given by John 
Finlay Duff, Captain of the Brig “Africaine” and who for many 
years was Harbour Master at Glenelg. The walls of the Church 
were built almost entirely of cobblestones carted from the nearby 
creeks by Mr James Jury and others. It was built and designed on 
the lines of Kentish masonry by Mr James Burton from Chichester, 
Sussex, according to the plan of one in that town. He was assisted 
by another stonemason named, Mr Kerwood. The beams and  
timbers of the roof are of pit sawn Blue Gum. 
It was solemnly dedicated for Christian Worship in connection 
with the South Australian branch of the Established Church of 
England and Ireland by Bishop Augustus Short, first Bishop of 
Adelaide, on 30th January 1848. 
 

The following advertisement appeared in the  
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN REGISTER on the 22nd January 1848: 
 

This church near Makgill will be opened for Divine 
Service on 30th day of January, by 11 o’clock in the 
forenoon, when the Lord Bishop of Adelaide will con-
secrate it. All persons interested are invited to attend. 

Fredk Bayne, T.B. Penfold, Churchwardens 



And attend they did, as was reported in  
THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN on 1st February 1848: 
 

On Sunday last St George’s church, in the  
hamlet of Woodforde, near Makgill, was opened 
and consecrated by His Lordship the Bishop of  
Adelaide, assisted by the Reverend Archdeacon 
Hale, the colonial Chaplain, and the Rev Mr 
Wilson, in the afternoon. The Church accommo-
dates about two hundred and fifty persons and 
was crowded to the doors by a very respectable  
congregation.  Etc. 

 
A collection was made at the conclusion of the service, which 
amounted to the sum of £26.10/- the largest that had been 
made at the opening of any country Church. 
 
The First Church Wardens were: 

Mr T.B. Penfold – brother of Dr C.R. Penfold who 
started Penfold Winery. 
Mr F. Bayne – whose wife laid the foundation stone. 

 
The First Church Trustees were: 

John Baker, Richard Beetson, Henry Paas Denton,  
Francis Grote and William Gibb. 

 
The First Burial was the infant daughter of Bishop Short, 

Caroline Phillippa Augusta, on the 16th February 1848, 
little more than a fortnight after Bishop Short  

 consecrated the Church and only seven weeks after his 
arrival in South Australia. She was one year old. 
The first five burials were children under three years of 
age. 



The First Recorded Baptism was Alfred Taylor, son of  
Alfred and Cardine Taylor, a butcher from Makgill, dated 13th 

February 1848. 
 
The First Recorded Marriage in the parish took place on the 

21st February 1849 between James Woods and Jane 
Howard Dean. 
Today we have third and fourth generations marrying in 
the little “country Church in the hamlet of Woodforde, 
Makgill”, embarking to the sound of the original bell. 

 
The Church Bell is inscribed “Pybus, Adelaide, February 9th, 

1847”. It is the earliest recorded casting of a bronze bell 
in South Australia, and can still be heard loud and clear 
calling the devoted to services every Sunday. 

 

All this “To The Glory Of God”. 
 

Some of the early pioneers interred in the churchyard are: 
 Dr Christopher Rawson and Mary Penfold, founders 

of the Penfold Winery. 
 Frederick George Waterhouse, explorer and first  
 curator of the South Australian Museum. 
 John Hawks Mules, inventor of muelsing. 
 Alexander Mackay, pioneer of Port Augusta. 
 Alexander Murray and his descendants. His son, Sir 

George Murray, Chief Justice, Chancellor of the  
 University of South Australia and Lieutenant  
 Governor of South Australia. 
 Descendants of Bishop Short 
 Ross Thompson Reid. 
 Member of the Kidman family. 
 

There are in excess of 3,000 burials in the cemetery and every 
one has a story. 
 



1853 The Churchyard was laid out and olive trees were planted 
grown from seeds collected from the Mount of Olives in  

 Palestine.  
1868 The Font was given to the Church by the Bakers of Morialta. 

The beautifully carved cover was donated by the Swans of 
Stradbroke. The gallery was built during the first thirty years 
of the Church. 

1873 At this time the roof was made of slate. Lighting in those 
early years was supplied by candles standing in tins fixed to 
a wooden beam hanging by chains from the ceiling. These 
were replaced by kerosene lamps perched on top of brass 
rods at the end of the pews. 

1881 The Hall in Colton Avenue was opened. 
1883 The stained glass window (now in the north porch) first  
 installed on the eastern wall, was given by Mr and Mrs 

Swan. It was made by the Powell Brothers in Leeds,  
 England. 
1896 A Mother’s Union Branch was formed at St George’s on the 

10th March. 
1898 Three northern windows were lead lighted for the Church’s 

50th Jubilee. They were known as the Children’s Windows. 
1908c A window on the south side was replaced by the Mothers’ 

Union with a stained glass window in memory of their first 
president, Mrs Honner, wife of the Rector. 

1919 Electric lighting installed in the church, which previously had 
used kerosene lamps since 1884. 

1925 The Pulpit was installed, as was the Brass Lectern, as a  
 memorial to the men of Magill and Tranmere who fought in 

the First World War. 
1936 St George’s Window was a memorial to Mr and Mrs H.J. 

Hyne-Davy and Mrs Davy’s mother Mrs M. Barns. 
The third window on the south side is a double memorial.  
To Janet on the left (panel of the Virgin and Child) and John 
Henry Trewenack, (with the panel of the infant Samuel).  
Mr Trewenack had been a churchwarden for fourteen years, 
his wife an enrolling member of Mother’s Union for  
seventeen years. John Trewenack was the first Potter in 
Magill. 



1952 The Lych Gate was erected by descendants of the Penfold  
 Family. 
1959 The Church extension was completed. The stone and marble 

Altar was donated in memory of Bishop Short by his  
 grandchildren. 
1972 The stone Rose set in the wall above the altar in the Lady 

Chapel was brought to the Parish by Canon Stephen Verney 
from St George’s Chapel at Windsor Castle for the 125th  

 Anniversary celebration. The Processional Cross was donated 
 by Mother’s Union.  
1975   Jumble Mart began. 
1977   New Church Hall was built. 
1978   Free standing Altar from Mother’s Union. 
1979 The gift of the St George Banner woven by  Robert Love was 

dedicated. 
The Hymn and Psalm board is in memory of Reg Pocock who 
was drowned aged fifteen years. 

1992  Children’s Play Group was established. 
1996 The beautiful kneelers, designed and made by our Mother’s  
 Union members, depict not only our Church but also life in this 

district. 
The addition of a Foyer joining the Hall and old    Rectory (now 
the Office and Meeting rooms)  along with additional jumble 
mart storage has  made a great difference to our Ministry. 

1998 The “Darkness into Light” wall hanging in the Hall depicts lots 
of people “coming out darkness into the light” of the cross.  

 Designed by Barbara Willshire, it was dedicated by Archbishop 
Ian George in 1999. 

 

Tours of the Church and Cemetery 
 

By becoming involved in one of our self-guided 
tours you will experience 166 years of history 
through architecture, historical graves and 
headstones of early pioneers. You will gain an 
insight into their lives and contributions to early 
South Australian society.  
Information can be made by contacting the Office 
on (08) 8364 4152 or by email at 
office@stgeorgesmagill.org. 


