The longings of a Pastor - Romans 1:8-13
I enjoy looking at the decorations people put on their fridge doors. Fridge
doors tell you a lot about what the people in that household love the
most.

!
If you go to an older person’s home, the fridge is most likely to have a
colourful finger painting or two from the grandchildren. Younger people
are likely to have the latest coupons from fast-food outlets. The inbetween ages will probably have fridge magnets from the local vet,
dentist, plumber and the obligatory politician’s promotional calendar.
But many of us would have at least one fridge magnet from an exotic
place around the world that we have have visited or that was given to us
by a friend who went there.
My fridge door got a little crowded after my recent cruises. I still get a
buzz when I look at the magnets from Seattle, Vancouver, Vladivostok,
Shanghai, Beijing, Hong Kong, Singapore, and yes, even Bali! Each one
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evokes warm feelings as I remember what it was that made the place
special for me and Leeanne.
One of my favourites is the fridge magnet of the Diamond Princess, the
cruise ship we travelled on. Why? Because of the people we met and
journeyed with along the way; some of whom we are still in contact with.
As I was preparing this sermon, a silly thought struck me. If the Apostle
Paul had a refrigerator, what would his fridge door tell us about what was
important to him?
It doesn’t take much effort to see in scripture what was close to Paul’s
heart. It was his spiritual children. Paul gets quite a lot of criticism from
people who often neglect to go behind his quite forthright teaching to see
the pastoral heart of the man. If you take the time to read the
introductions and concluding remarks of his epistles you will see a
sensitive pastor who just wants his spiritual children to grow to maturity
in Christ.
He wants to protect them from things that will hurt them spiritually and
put them at risk of separation from God.
I imagine, that Paul would have gone to his fridge and seen fridge
magnets from a number of cities where he had the great privilege of
visiting, planting churches or ministering to the saints there.
Paul undertook four main journeys that are recorded in the book of Acts.
Here is a map depicting these journeys. He covered a few miles didn’t he!
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I can picture him looking at the fridge magnet from Corinth and shaking
his head. “Ah, those Corinthians, soooo frustrating! If there was a way
they could misbehave, they would. Gee they caused me some grief! Some
were selfish, some were idolaters, some quite sexually immoral – even
perverse!
Some were at each others throats and even threatening to take each
other to court. Some were making distinctions between the preachers
they had heard and played favourites! “I follow Paul, I follow Apollos” and
they failed to acknowledge that all gifts are given by God for the benefit
of the whole church.
As you look around Paul’s fridge door you would come across magnets
from Philippi, Ephesus, Colossae, Thessalonica, Athens, Malta, Crete,
Cyprus… the list is a long one.
In Galatia, Paul had to correct some very wooly thinking about Jewish
practices which contradicted the Gospel of Jesus Christ. He called them
foolish; in chap 3 v1 he says “You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched
you?”
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Strong words indeed and yet Paul still calls them ‘brothers and sisters in
Christ’. He admonishes, rebukes and corrects the Galatians. Why?
Because he cares for them. In Ch 4 he says “19 My dear children, for
whom I am again in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you,
20

how I wish I could be with you now and change my tone, because I am

perplexed about you!”
By the time Paul gets to the fridge magnet from Philippi, you can almost
sense the tears welling up in his eyes. Writing from prison, he says “3 I
thank my God every time I remember you.
you, I always pray with joy

5

from the first day until now,

4

In all my prayers for all of

because of your partnership in the gospel
6

being confident of this, that he who began a

good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ
Jesus.
7

It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my

heart and, whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the
gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me.

8

God can testify how I

long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.”
Rpt. I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus.”
Are you getting a picture here? In all of Paul’s writings you will see a
warmth that is not often preached about. It’s good that we spend time
understanding the deep theology that Paul, under the direction of the Holy
Spirit, has given us, especially in this letter to the church in Rome, but
we should also pause to see how Paul, as a pastor, deals with the sin and
brokenness he finds in the churches he has planted or nurtured.
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Turn to page 911 in your church Bibles and from Paul’s introductory
remarks written to the saints in Rome, I want to focus on three
characteristics of Paul, the pastor, which you can follow in the outline
printed in the pew sheet.
1. I thank my God vv8-10
2. I long to see you vv11-12
3. I might have a harvest v13
Today’s sermon title is ‘The longings of a Pastor’. I didn’t choose it but in
the sovereignty of God it turns out that it will be the last time I will
address you as one of the pastors here at St George’s.
This is going to be tough message for me to deliver because I can
honestly say that I have thoroughly enjoyed the warm welcome Leeanne
and I received when we arrived from the Northern Territory with Tim and
Alex, almost three years ago to the day.
I will be eternally grateful to God for the love, care, support, fellowship
and respect that has been shown by you, the saints at Magill, to me and
my family. I am especially grateful to Paul Hunt, for inviting me to share
in the ministry here. He has been a very special mentor and friend.
If I could name everyone here who has played a significant role in my life,
we would be here all day; such is the extent of the blessing I have
received while serving alongside you at St George’s. I came to you as a
Deacon and I am leaving as a Priest, wondering what God has in store for
me as I return to the Northern Territory.
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I didn’t know much about St George’s before I came but as I did my
research, I found that you had a good reputation for upholding the gospel
of Christ, of sending people out to minister in other places and of
ministering to one-another.
Just as St Paul commended the Romans for their faith which was reported
‘all over the world’, I want to commend you for remaining firm on the
gospel and for encouraging your pastors to preach the gospel faithfully.
Gospel ministry is not a popularity contest. Eternity is at stake for our
community, our city, our country and even the whole world.
Stand firm brothers and sisters for the days are evil and you will be
constantly under pressure to conform to the pattern of this world.
Just like the Apostle Paul, your pastors here, Paul and Mike, thank God
daily for you and pray that the Holy Spirit will produce in you, fruit that
lasts for eternity.
I know that there have been things in the past here that have not served
the gospel well and that have not honoured Christ. But we must repent
and call upon the God of new beginnings to heal our wounds and lead us
into a new phase of life and ministry.
This is a key longing for a pastor; that the people under his or her care
remain strong in their faith despite setbacks. Don’t be swept away by
every breeze that blows through your life and then use it as an excuse to
turn away from God or from fellowship with one-another.
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One of St Paul’s greatest commendations in scripture is when people
demonstrate their faith by acting in a mature way when things go wrong –
and they will!
Friends, in the midst of pain and disappointment, consider your part in
the healing processes of life in a fallen world. Don’t just rely on your
pastors to pray, they do and will continue to do so, but why not pray for
one another, that each will remain strong in their faith and that in doing
so, your faith will become known all over the world.
One way that could help is to use the parish directory. It isn’t just a phone
book; it is an excellent Prayer Diary to help you uphold one-another
before the Throne of Grace.
Another way is by sending people out to work in other places. We have
sent and support Steph in Central Asia. We have sent and support other
gospel workers in South Asia. Just as importantly, we have taken people
in for a time, nurtured their faith and then sent them off with our blessing
to be salt and light wherever God wants to use them.
The beneficiaries of those ministries will give thanks to God for you! The
pastors of churches where good people from St George’s have gone to
worship will give thanks to God for you. Dare I say, the people of the
Northern Territory will be glad that you have released me and Leeanne to
serve there again.
Another longing pastors have is to see how people are growing in the
Lord.
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2. I long to see you vv 11-12
The Apostle Paul is keen to actually meet the Christians in Rome. “I long
to see you” Paul says. He is delighted that the gospel has gone out from
Jerusalem, to Judea, Samaria and to the ends of the ends of the earth
just as Jesus commanded in Acts 1:8.
Paul is acutely aware of the benefit of face-to-face ministry and that is
why he wants to go to Rome where he expects to impart some spiritual
gift to make them strong.
That may sound a bit presumptuous to some and Paul quickly adds that
he sees gospel ministry as mutually encouraging. It should be a two-way
street where, by aiming to bless others, we will actually find ourselves
being blessed in return. Our motive shouldn’t be to receive blessing, but
the paradox of ministry is that if we do, we will be blessed!
Paul’s goal, his aim and purpose in desiring to see the Roman Christians,
is that he might help make them strong.
It’s worth us taking a moment to learn what the term ‘pastor’ actually
means.
The word ‘Pastor’ derives from the Latin noun pastor which means
‘shepherd’ and relates to the Latin verb pascere - "to lead to pasture, set
to grazing, cause to eat"
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Indeed, the pastor’s job is to lead their flock to pastures where they can
eat well and grow strong. The pastor also leads their flock to streams of
life-giving water. Does that sound familiar?
Listen to the first three verses of Psalm 23
The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
2

He makes me lie down in green pastures,

he leads me beside quiet waters,
3

he refreshes my soul.

He guides me along the right paths
for his name’s sake.
Jesus, after his resurrection, took up this imagery when he gave this
charge to the Apostle Peter in John 21
15

When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son

of John, do you love me more than these?’
‘Yes, Lord,’ he said, ‘you know that I love you.’
Jesus said, ‘Feed my lambs.’
16

Again Jesus said, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’

He answered, ‘Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.’
Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep.’
17

The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’
He said, ‘Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.’
Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep.
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I wonder why Jesus repeated the command to ‘feed’? The pastor is to
feed and to care for the sheep and it seems that feeding forms the basis
of proper care.
But of course, in the context of a church, the pastor’s heart extends to
many forms of nurture; and some are more pleasant than others. Let’s
look at how St Augustine described a pastor's job around 400AD.
“Disturbers are to be rebuked, the low-spirited to be encouraged, the
infirm to be supported, objectors confuted, the treacherous guarded
against, the unskilled taught, the lazy aroused, the contentious
restrained, the haughty repressed, litigants pacified, the poor relieved,
the oppressed liberated, the good approved, the evil born with, and all
are to be loved.”
That’s a tall order for a mere human! And the fact that even in this
country, more than 50% of ordained clergy are no longer practicing tells
us something of the stresses and strains of ministry.
Please consider the call on a pastor’s life, the passion they have for
leading you to good pasture and how you respond to any correction that
may come your way; deserved or not.
For if there is to be mutual encouragement, we must first recognize that
we are all sinners saved by grace. We will let each other down sometimes
but as we put the truth of the gospel into practice, we will forgive each
other and endeavour to bring blessing where there is trouble or
misunderstanding.
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That is why St Paul places so much importance in his letter to the Romans
on sound doctrine. Our doctrine determines our practise and our practise
should be modeled on the gospel.
The third longing of a pastor that I want to look at today is that of reaping
a harvest, v13.
Pastoral metaphors abound in scripture. We have sheep and shepherds;
we have drought and famine, harvest and abundance and of course, fruit.
Fruit is the product of trees but is also the metaphor used by St Paul
when talking about the evidence of the Holy Spirit’s work in people’s lives.
Galatians 5 lists the following fruit of the Spirit: ‘love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

23

gentleness and self-

control’.
This is the fruit that Paul longs to see from the Christians in Rome. These
characteristics are the evidence of spiritual maturity in Christ. Whatever
else we may be able to do; whatever gifts we may have; fruitfulness is
the longing of every pastor and it should be for each of us as individuals
too.
Paul has been delighted to see that the gospel is bearing fruit among the
Gentile churches and Rome is a particular joy for him. It is a joy because
he didn’t take the gospel there; other believers did. The missionary task
has gathered momentum and he wants to share in the joy of these
believers who live far away.
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It hasn’t been a simple task for Paul. He couldn’t just get online and check
for a cheap fare to Rome! More importantly, he knew that it is God’s
sovereign purpose and will that direct his paths. He probably would have
preferred not to go to Rome as a prisoner, but that’s how it happened.
Word of his journey to Rome had preceeded him and Acts 28 records his
arrival like this:
‘we reached Puteoli. (Puteoli is about 270kms from Rome and its name
means ‘to stink’)

14

There we found some brothers and sisters who invited

us to spend a week with them. And so we came to Rome.

15

The brothers

and sisters there had heard that we were coming, and they travelled as
far as the Forum of Appius and the Three Taverns to meet us. At the sight
of these people Paul thanked God and was encouraged.

16

When we got to

Rome, Paul was allowed to live by himself, with a soldier to guard him.’
As God had foretold, Paul went to Rome and preached the gospel
fearlessly despite being on trial for causing a disturbance in Jerusalem. He
found favour with the authorities and the end the book of Acts records
that:
‘30 For two whole years Paul stayed there in his own rented house and
welcomed all who came to see him.

31

He proclaimed the kingdom of God

and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ – with all boldness and without
hindrance!
I’ve been to Rome (I’ve since lost the fridge magnet though) and have
seen the house that Paul is meant to have stayed in. Whether it is or not,
it was good to reflect on the longings of this pastor who endured so much
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for the sake of the people entrusted to his care by the Lord Jesus Christ:
the Gentiles.
To a Jewish leader, Gentiles were sub-human. Sometimes they were
referred to as dogs; a serious insult and yet the Spirit of God not only
changed Paul’s heart but transformed his whole being into a loving,
caring, shepherd of the sheep. Just as Jesus did in our Gospel reading, ‘he
had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like
sheep without a shepherd’.
And that is why pastors, like Paul, sometimes have to move on. It’s not an
indictment on the present flock they are ministering to. As God’s human
resources, pastors have to be available to ‘go’; to be deployed in God’s
harvest field where God wants them.
My dear friends, I leave you with a heavy and yet joyful heart. I have
grown to love you very much and my heart is torn because my brothers
and sisters in the Northern Territory need help. It has been said that God
is more interested in our availability than our ability.
I don’t consider myself special or particularly gifted to serve in the
Northern Territory but I am available and God has opened up a door for
me to return to a number of ministries that I was formerly involved in.
I long to be involved in the Motor Racing ministry at the Hidden Valley
racetrack; I long to be part of the Katherine Christian Convention once
more. I have already been asked to be the MC this year – the eighth year
in a row!
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I long to visit the churches where I used to serve and I will probably have
an itinerant ministry among them now as a Priest. And of course there are
countless committees to serve on.
I long to see people in the Northern Territory grow in their knowledge and
love of Jesus Christ. Just as I long to see you keep growing in Christ.
Even though I will be far away from you, I want to hear about your
journey with Jesus and how His Spirit is shaping you, moulding you,
transforming you more into the likeness of Christ. I want to hear how you
are standing firm in the gospel and reaching out to others. I also want to
hear that you are known for your love for one another.
Remember, the Apostle’s goal is to see God’s church grow in godliness
that it may be ready for Christ’s return as a bride prepared for her
wedding day. Don’t let Satan spoil your fellowship or your witness to the
world. He will try! But thanks be to God, Christ’s victory is a reality we
can grasp with all our heart and mind and strength.
So, as your outgoing, part-time pastor, I leave you with this charge: Love
one-another. Be strong in the Lord. Encourage one another to produce
fruit in keeping with the Spirit.
May God the Father bless you and keep you safe until Christ, the great
Shepherd, returns and we see His glory revealed in the heavenly
gathering of people from every nation tribe and tongue.
To Him be the glory. Amen.
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Paul’s longing to visit Rome Romans 1
Thanksgiving
8
First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your
faith is being reported all over the world. 9 God, whom I serve in my spirit
in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how constantly I
remember you 10 in my prayers at all times; and I pray that now at last by
God’s will the way may be opened for me to come to you.
11

I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual gift to
make you strong – 12 that is, that you and I may be mutually encouraged
by each other’s faith.
13

I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters,[d] that I planned
many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so until
now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had
among the other Gentiles.

Matthew 9: 35-38
The workers are few
35
Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their
synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every
disease and illness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on
them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the
workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out
workers into his harvest field.’
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