
On a wing and a prayer 


Just before coming to St George’s I worked for the Bible Society as the 

‘Flying Bibleman’.  
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I flew my trusty little plane across the Top End taking the Word of God to 

remote communities.  
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I was very much the itinerant missionary, dropping in on all sorts of 

places and spending time with all sorts of people.  
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The area was vast; 3 million square kilometres and the workers were few.  


One of the greatest privileges I was afforded was the hospitality of a 

diverse range of people in a variety of settings. 


Where I went, there were rarely any hotels. There were often no taxis nor 

restaurants. Almost everywhere I was dependant on the hospitality of 

God’s people. I have been a guest in the motor home of a Korean Pastor 

in a remote town in the Kimberley region of Western Australia.  
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I have stayed in the home of a Torres Strait Islander family on a tiny 

island between Cape York and Papua New Guinea. I have stayed at 

ranches, in tents and demountable buildings. I have even slept on the 

floor of a missionary’s kitchen! 


In one Torres Strait home, I had one of the most humbling experiences I 

can remember. As I arrived at my host’s home, he insisted on washing my 

feet and the feet of my travelling companions. This was quite confronting 

for us. One refused the offer, however it was a strangely pleasant 

experience which helped us feel welcome and loved, even though we had 

never met before.  


Westerners often have difficulty in accepting hospitality but it’s not like 

that in other cultures. And as we’ll see in this gospel passage today, Jesus 

was expecting that there would be households of peace that would 

welcome his workers, give them shelter, rest and food. 


This is not the first time Jesus has sent out a mission team. We read in 

chapter 9 that he sent out the twelve; his inner circle of disciples and that 

he gave them power and authority to drive out demons.  


It’s almost an abbreviated version of today’s story where the circle is 

widened to a larger group. 


I’d like us to see that the way Jesus approached the extension of God’s 

Kingdom was to build on the experience of his followers and to grow his 

workforce. He starts from his inner circle; extends the call to a larger 

group and then ultimately, to all of his followers down the ages. 
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We’re going to look at this passage in three interlocking sections. If you 

have your Bibles open and look at the outline in your pew sheet, you will 

find the headings and their verse numbers. 


Title slide 

1. The magnitude of the task. vv1-2 

2. The method of the task. vv3-20 

3. The mediator of the task.  Vv21-24 x repeat 


Firstly, we see that the task is a common feature in all three sections. 

What is the task? The task, is to reap the harvest that God has prepared 

among the nations. – Note! To reap the harvest that God has prepared 

in the harvest field of the nations. 


It’s a big task. An enormous task in fact.  


Before you get too concerned, there is a note in your Bibles that some 

manuscripts say 70 and some say 72 were sent out. That is not a problem 

of accuracy; it is a problem of cultures.  


It is quite likely that the different numbering systems between Greek and 

Hebrew cultures created a difference here. We can see another example 

of this in Genesis 10 where there is a list of all the nations. In the Hebrew 

scriptures, there are 70 nations but in the Greek translation there are 72 

names. Some people think that this number is a symbolic number 

representing all the nations of the known world at that time. 
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It’s impossible to be sure but it doesn’t affect the integrity of this story. I 

think it is clear though, that Jesus sent out workers to reap a harvest 

among the nations.  


So, where are his workers to go? What were they expected to harvest? 


Firstly, in V 1 it says that Jesus sent them ahead of Him to every town 

and place where He was about to go. This is a very important concept for 

us to grasp. Mission is based on God’s agenda; not ours. It’s God’s work; 

it’s His mission field. 


We need to remember that the success of any mission depends primarily 

on the spirit of God, not our cleverness, strategy or methods. In my 

previous job, I had a verse from Proverbs 19:21 written on my white 

board as a constant reminder of this. It says this: Many are the plans in a 

person’s heart, but it is the LORD’s purpose that prevails. REPEAT 


It’s always the better strategy to be engaged in what the Lord is doing 

than to make plans first then and then ask Him to bless them. 


Jesus was going to visit places and sent out an advance party. And here 

lies the disturbing reality. The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 


One of the sad things Leeanne and I saw when we lived in the Northern 

Territory was that there were many opportunities for all kinds of work but 

few people to do it. And that’s not just in Christian ministry. 


Towards the end of each year, the mango season is in full swing. 
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Here in Adelaide, we crave these juicy fruits and pay top-dollar for them 

when they become available but sadly, in and around Darwin, many 

tonnes are left to rot.  


Almost every year, millions of dollars worth of mangoes are left rotting on 

the ground because fruit-pickers can’t be found.  
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Yes, the work is hard. The conditions are often unpleasant and the pay is 

not good. But isn’t the fruit worth it? 
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The same could be said about churches in remote places in Australia. As I 

flew around the country, I couldn’t help but be dismayed at how many 

towns I visited that had physical churches, with a few believers meeting 

regularly in them, but with no pastor to lead the ministry to the 

surrounding community. There were few people there to make disciples 

and even fewer willing to go there and work in God’s harvest field. 


Jesus says “Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers 

into His harvest field”. They are His workers and it is His harvest field. O 

that we would have fewer megachurches in big cities and more workers in 

remote places, not just in Australia, but around the world. Pray that God 

would send out workers but be prepared to be the answer to your 

prayers! 


So, if the magnitude of the task is so great, where do we start? 


2. The Method of the Task is straightforward. It requires workers to 

share the load. 


“Go” Jesus says from v3. “Go, I am sending you out like lambs among 

wolves”.4 Do not take a purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone 

on the road.” This is an important task and an urgent one. Just like a 

harvest of fruit, it cannot wait. When the fruit is ready for picking it must 

be the first priority. Don’t dilly-dally is what Jesus is saying. Don’t waste 

time with extended greetings and chit-chat. Get on with it! 


So the disciples are to go to their allocated towns, find somewhere to 

stay, bless the house and its occupants while accepting whatever 

hospitality is offered. 
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And Jesus gives his disciples authority to heal the sick and declare that 

‘the Kingdom of God has come near’ to them. We see here that the 

purpose of the mission trip is to declare that the time has come for 

repentance because King Jesus is here. 


And the point of the exercise is to see lives transformed by the good news 

of Jesus. It’s time to stop living in sin and live for God. 


Notice there is a serious note of judgement here from v11 as well. If the 

disciples are not accepted where they go, they are to brush the dust off 

their feet and warn people that they will condemned to Hades. You can 

read about the judgement on places like Sodom throughout the Bible and 

it sounds a bit harsh doesn’t it? 


Well look at verse 16 and we’ll see why. Jesus says “Whoever listens to 

you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me; but whoever rejects 

me rejects him who sent me.” 

  

It’s a very serious thing to reject the message of Christ’s disciples 

because they go in His name. They are His ambassadors and He was sent 

by the Father. Therefore, rejecting the message is a rejection of Jesus and 

the one who sent him. Put simply, if they don’t want God in their lives, 

they won’t have life with their God; and that is a terrible prospect. 


God has been authorising his ‘sent ones’ from the beginnings of time. In 

our Exodus reading you will see in chapter 3:14 God said to Moses, “I am 

who I am.[c] This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent 

me to you.’” Moses wasn’t acting on his own authority. He was sent!  
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God takes the initiative in mission; but there’s a very important caveat in 

verse 20 of our gospel passage. Let’s have a look at it together. Just in 

case these ‘sent ones’ are tempted to feel that are high-achievers and 

become proud of their achievements, Jesus gives them a salutary 

warning. 


20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that 

your names are written in heaven.” 


The key concept for ‘sent ones’ to grasp is not that they can do amazing 

things under the power and direction of God’s Spirit, but that they have 

been shown mercy and grace. They have been redeemed from sin and 

death and their sure and certain hope is in the knowledge that their 

names are written in heaven. That’s the Lamb’s book of life that we read 

about in the Revelation Ch 20 v15. Listen to what it says “Anyone whose 

name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of 

fire.” 


That is indeed good cause for rejoicing if your name is in that book but it’s 

incredibly bad news for those whose names aren’t written in it. How do 

you get your name in the Lamb’s book of life? Repent and call upon the 

name of Jesus. Why, because God has made Him the mediator of the 

task. 


3. The mediator of the task.  Vv21-24  


After the seventy-two returned and reported back to Jesus, His response 

was praise to God the father. Why? Because Jesus knew that there can be 
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no success in mission without the sovereign work of God in revealing His 

truth to people. In an echo of Jesus’ exhortation to let the little children 

come to him, Jesus thanks God that He has revealed his truth, not to the 

wise and learned, but to those with child-like faith. 


When we are engaged in God’s work, any success we experience should 

result in exultation and praise because it shows that we were in fact 

acting in accordance with God’s will. Just as we pray ‘Your will be done’ – 

we should be thrilled when we see God at work in people’s lives. 


This is not a cop-out as some atheists would have us believe. They try to 

say that faith is for the simple-minded, the un-educated, those who need 

a crutch to get through life. Really? Does that claim bear any scrutiny? 

Are all followers of Christ simpletons? 


If that were so, there would be no Christian academics, teachers, 

scientists, doctors, engineers etc. In fact, early universities were started 

by Christians who wanted to see education flourish under ‘one truth’ 

which comes from God. Uni – one; Veritas – Truth. Listen to this 

description of how America’s Yale University was started. 


"Yale’s roots can be traced back to the 1640s, when colonial clergymen 

led an effort to establish a college . . . [A] charter was granted for a 

school ‘wherein Youth may be instructed in the Arts and Sciences [and] 

through the blessing of Almighty God may be fitted for Publick 

employment both in Church and Civil State.’" 
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Jesus does not expect you to leave your mind at the door. The Christian 

faith is firmly grounded in history and yet the knowledge of God being 

revealed in Christ is a gift of revelation by His Spirit. 


Where can we see this best? Of course we know of countless ‘sinners’ who 

have repented and had their lives transformed by Jesus but what better 

example can we find than the Apostle Paul? 


Paul was absolutely convinced that he was perfect in the eyes of the law. 

He knew Israel’s history; he knew the scriptures; He observed all the 

requirements of the Law. He even persecuted the followers of Christ who 

he considered enemies of God. 


But what happened? Jesus stopped Paul in his tracks as he was walking 

along the road to Damascus and showed him how blind he was to the 

truth. Paul became physically blind and helpless until the scales were 

removed from his eyes and he could not only see the world around him, 

he could see the truth of God in Christ Jesus. 


That’s why we so often hear of people having a ‘Damascus road’ 

experience. It was a radical, life-changing reversal of perspective that 

changed Paul from a fire-breathing opponent of Christ into one of the 

most fervent disciples the world has ever seen. 


Paul had the knowledge but he hadn’t ‘seen’ who Jesus was until it was 

revealed to him as an act of grace by God. 
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Jesus says to his disciples in v 23 “Blessed are the eyes that see what you 

see. 24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see what 

you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” 


Friends, it is a tremendous privilege to have been shown the glory of God 

in Jesus Christ; to know that He is the Son of God who came to seek and 

to save what was lost. 


The great ones of the Old Testament, Jesus says, would have loved to see 

what we now know as history; that Jesus died and rose again for the 

forgiveness of sin. 


But with that privilege comes great responsibility. The good news of the 

gospel is not just for us to bask in and enjoy; it is to be shared with the 

world. God’s purpose is to have all the nations of the earth gathered as a 

worshiping community around the throne of Christ. 


John Piper has put it beautifully in his book ‘Let the nations be glad’ when 

he says ‘Mission exists, because worship doesn’t’. Rpt. 


And isn’t that what we want to see too? Don’t we want to see Jesus 

Christ, the Lord of the universe, the creator and redeemer of the world, 

honoured above all things? 


Jesus didn’t come to die so that we could have another choice of gods to 

follow. Jesus isn’t an option that we choose if we want to be part of a 

religious movement. He died for the sin of the world and to make peace 

with God possible. He is the one to whom all the nations of the earth owe 

their allegiance. 
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The letter to the Philippian church tells us that “at the name of Jesus 

every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 

God the Father. 


But what does all this mean for us? How does this passage impact on us 

today? We saw last week in Paul’s sermon that following Jesus is costly. 

Well, there’s another consideration that isn’t in this passage so come with 

me to P811 in your Bibles; Matthew chapter 28, the Great Commission. 


You’ve probably heard countless missions speakers beg for recruits by 

quoting verse 19 like this “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”. 

Have you heard such exhortations? I have. I have probably made a few of 

them myself in the past. 


It’s not a call for some people to GO and make disciples; it’s a call to 

make disciples AS you GO about your daily business. That’s how the 

Greek language renders it. The idea is that we have all been 

commissioned now by Jesus to make disciples AS WE go about our normal 

daily activities. That is our task this side of the cross. To be witnesses of 

Christ, to tell the whole world that the Kingdom of God is at hand. 


And the wonderful thing about it is that Jesus promises to be with us to 

the end of the age. We are not in this alone. All power and authority are 

his and he has commissioned us to be His representatives wherever we 

are, whatever we do and whoever we are with. 
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Furthermore, as we have seen in the sending out of the seventy-two, the 

results are God’s. He prepares the way, he prepares the people and he 

has prepared us. How has He prepared us? Ephesians 2:10 says “For we 

are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 

God prepared in advance for us to do.” 


That should fill us with great hope and confidence that God knows exactly 

what He wants us to do and the results are in His sovereign control. We 

shouldn't worry about personal rejection because rejection of us as 

Christ’s ambassadors is ultimately rejection of Christ and the Father who 

sent him. That is much more serious. 


Instead of thinking that evangelism is not our thing, I wonder if we 

would be more comfortable knowing that God has gone ahead of us, 

prepared the people we will meet and that by His Spirit, we can have 

confidence that He will give us the words to speak at the time? 


Instead of thinking of evangelism as an imposition of our views on 

others, I wonder if we would be more willing to share our faith if we 

understood the consequences for those who die outside of Christ? Like 

fruit left on a tree too long, people have a limited time to respond to the 

gospel. If not harvested, they will perish. 


And instead of thinking our faith is a private matter, I wonder if getting a 

glimpse of God’s glory in Christ would make us break out in praise as 

people come to know Jesus through our feeble attempts, directed and 

empowered by the Holy Spirit? 
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Friends, we have been given a great gift if we have seen that Jesus is the 

Son of God and that he died to pay the penalty for our sin. We can, and 

should, rejoice in the fact that we will be gathered around the throne of 

the Lamb in heaven. 


How wonderful will it be to have friends, family and even strangers 

singing God’s praises because God allowed us to partner with him in 

bringing people to faith? 


And how can we do that? Well, it’s not that hard actually - ‘Just start 

talking’!  


Pic 7 
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Luke 10:1-24 
Jesus Sends Out the Seventy-Two 
10 After this the Lord appointed seventy-two[a] others and sent them two 
by two ahead of him to every town and place where he was about to go. 
2 He told them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the 
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field. 
3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a 
purse or bag or sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 
5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to this house.’ 6 If someone 
who promotes peace is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it will 
return to you. 7 Stay there, eating and drinking whatever they give you, 
for the worker deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to 
house. 
8 “When you enter a town and are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. 
9 Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The kingdom of God has 
come near to you.’ 10 But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, 
go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from 
our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has 
come near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more bearable on that day for Sodom 
than for that town. 
13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the miracles that 
were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and Sidon, they would 
have repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be 
more bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. 15 And 
you, Capernaum, will you be lifted to the heavens? No, you will go down 
to Hades.[b] 
16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me; whoever rejects you rejects me; 
but whoever rejects me rejects him who sent me.” 
17 The seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons 
submit to us in your name.” 
18 He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given 
you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the 
power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 20 However, do not rejoice 
that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in 
heaven.” 
21 At that time Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise 
you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these 
things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children. 
Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 
22 “All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows 
who the Son is except the Father, and no one knows who the Father is 
except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.” 
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23 Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are the eyes 
that see what you see. 24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings 
wanted to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear 
but did not hear it.” 
Footnotes: 
Luke 10:1 Some manuscripts seventy; also in verse 17 
Luke 10:15 That is, the realm of the dead 
 Exodus 3  
Moses and the Burning Bush 
3 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest 
of Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came 
to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 There the angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in flames of fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush 
was on fire it did not burn up. 3 So Moses thought, “I will go over and see 
this strange sight—why the bush does not burn up.” 
4 When the Lord saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him 
from within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 
And Moses said, “Here I am.” 
5 “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place 
where you are standing is holy ground.” 6 Then he said, “I am the God of 
your father,[a] the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 
Jacob.” At this, Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 
7 The Lord said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I 
have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am 
concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them 
from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into 
a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey—the home 
of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 
9 And now the cry of the Israelites has reached me, and I have seen the 
way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 10 So now, go. I am sending you 
to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.” 
11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and 
bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” 
12 And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it 
is I who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, 
you[b] will worship God on this mountain.” 
13 Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, 
‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is 
his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?” 
14 God said to Moses, “I am who I am.[c] This is what you are to say to the 
Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’” 
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